Do you promise to continue in the covenant God has made with you in Holy Baptism?

Parents, when you presented your child for Baptism, you made public profession of your faith and made the following promises:

· To faithfully bring your child to the services of God’s house

· To teach your child the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments

· To place in your child’s hands the Holy Scriptures and provide for your child’s instruction in the Christian faith

· Live in the covenant of Baptism and Communion with the Church

…So that your child may lead a godly life until the day of Jesus Christ.

As part of the Christian community, most specifically the congregation of Bethlehem Lutheran, you have been welcomed, taught, equipped and empowered to raise your child in the faith of your family.  Through your stories, they have discovered their own and have begun to put words to their own experience of faith, sometimes asking questions and other times listening to the wisdom that swirls around them.  

The church and its leaders have been here to help guide and support you as you raise your child in faith.  
Bethlehem’s Junior High Ministry includes a 2-year journey that will prepare your child for Affirmation of Baptism.  This marks becoming full members of the Church (includes voting rights and stewardship/tithing expectations).  It also includes a public profession of faith, underscoring God’s action in the waters and promises of Baptism.

Your child will promise to continue in the Baptismal covenant God has already made for him/her.  Promises will include:

· To live among God’s faithful people

· To hear God’s Word and share in God’s supper

· To proclaim the Good News of God in Christ through word and deed

· To serve all people, following the example of our Lord Jesus

· To strive for justice and peace in all the earth.

Parents, you have an influential and supportive role in your child’s faith journey.  You need not be an expert in theology or have memorized the Small Catechism to share your faith.  All you need is a willing and honest presence in the faith life of your child.  This means not only enrolling your child in ministry opportunities, but seeking out your own spiritual formation and nourishment.  God’s story is YOUR story – your family’s story.

The following is a set of ministry opportunities and spiritual disciplines Bethlehem’s community offers and encourages for your family’s faith growth, and specifically for your child’s preparation to affirm his/her baptism.  These are disciplines that we believe, as a Christian community committed to being disciples of Christ, are not only Biblical and were modeled by Jesus himself, but are ways of recognizing who we are, whose we are and how God has chosen to work through humankind to preserve, celebrate and restore all of creation.

Please read through the following, noting what makes sense for your family.  Commit together to what you shall participate in and make a plan of accountability to follow through.  We ask that you engage whole-heartedly, take a risk to be challenged and strengthened and remember that not every family lives or learns the same way.  Your commitment is a family one - one made with God’s promise of unconditional love and grace.  It is not a contract with Bethlehem.  

To make a deeper connection to my church community, and explore my faith, I will: 
(  Participate in Wednesday Church Night, Junior High Ministry Re:Form, September through May, 6:30-7:45pm, including a Small Group facilitated by a trained adult and senior high student (peer minister).
(  Attend Summer Confirmation Camp at Green Lake Bible Camp at least once (always 1st week in August, Sunday-Friday; scholarships available)

(  Attend two Fall Retreats (September 23-24, 2011, Spring Date TBD, 2012)
(  Participate in Sunday’s Breakfast Club for 7th-8th grade students, September through May, 9 or 10:15am
(  Participate in 3 Service Blitzes each year (Dates TBD): Community-wide service projects with Bethlehem’s outreach partners

(  Share your gifts and time with the church by volunteering with one or more of the following:

( Sunday School (9 or 10:15am)


( VBS: June 20-24, 9am-12pm


( Acolyte in worship
(  As a family, worship regularly, either here, at Jacob’s Well, Spirit Garage or other faith community

(  Complete 20 Sermon Notes (over 2 years)
(  Participate in annual, nationwide 30 Hour Famine (service project event) on February 10-11, 2012
(  Complete The 2nd Greatest Story Ever Told by October of 9th grade year (final preparation for Affirmation of Baptism)

As a family,

__________________________________________________(parents name) and ___________________________________________(child’s name),

we have read through this, understand what Bethlehem offers and will commit to this as a way to strengthen and pass on our family’s Christian faith, recognizing that through Jesus Christ ALL things are possible and receive grace upon grace from our Creator and Savior.
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