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Advent 2011 — Hide & Seek is not a game that we ever outgrow.
Throughout the generations artists

Ll attempt to capture an image of the divine
Q to enlighten our search for God. The
I 8 S ee Q wonder in our searching is that we have

already been found: Christ is born for you!

Cinnamon Rolls Sale Sunday, December 4

Senior Choir Laud to the Nativity by Respighi December 11, 9 & 10:15 am
Alternative Gift Fair Sundays, December 4 & 11 (see page 10)

Sunday School Programs on December 18 (see page 6)

EARLY Christmas Eve Service: Wednesday, December 21, 7:00 pm
Christmas Eve Worship: 2:00, 3:30, 5:00, 9:00 & 10:30 pm

Christmas Day Worship: 9:00 & 10:15 am

Icon Exhibit

$333333

Thanks to Pastor Keith Homstad of
Northfield, MN, Bethlehem will have icons
hanging in the gallery during the Advent
and Christmas season. Take a moment to
look at them—some are copies of very
famous icons and some are the original
work of Pr. Homstad. Each Sunday one of
the icons will be featured in the bulletin.
The featured icon will be draped with a
traditional Ukrainian icon scarf — also on
loan from Pr. Homstad.

Icons are more than pretty pictures. Each
icon is meant to tell or illustrate a specific
biblical story. The beautiful stained glass
windows that we have are also forms of
icons in that they contain and illustrate
scripture. One of the display cases in the gallery holds "works in progress" to
illustrate the steps involved in writing an icon. Acceptance and use of icons as
ways to tell the story dates back to the Second Council of Nicea in 787 AD and
is very common in Europe and less so in North America.

Pr. Homstad began writing icons after his retirement from active ministry.
Some of the icons on display are photographic reproductions of icons that
were commissioned and given as gifts. The icons are for sale and Pr. Homstad
is also open to working with someone to create an icon for a specific
occasion. Contact information is available in the church office or the gallery.

Pastor’s Word

Have you checked the
speedometer on your life lately?

This fall I traveled to Holden Village

with eight others from Bethlehem.
Holden is a Christian retreat center
in the mountains of Washington, and
this year it is celebrating its 50th
anniversary. Holden is in a remote
location, reachable only by boat,
then an 11-mile bus ride up
switchbacks and through a national
forest. Once a bustling mine town,
Holden was abandoned in 1957
when the copper market collapsed,
then given to Lutheran Bible
Institute for development as a
retreat center.

One of the nine people
traveling to Holden this fall was
Audrey Sanders. Fifty years ago
Audrey was one of the “forerunners’
who made the first trip to Holden to
begin the hard work of converting a
dilapidated town into a retreat
center. Audrey had quit her job to
spend half of the summer as a
volunteer. Back then, it looked like
an overwhelming task. | asked
Audrey if she had had any idea that
Holden would exist in the way it
does now, fifty years later. Without
hesitating, Audrey responded, “Oh
we prayed about that. We prayed
that God’s imagination would be
bigger than ours.” Her response sent
a shiver up my spine as | considered
the way God had used that place to
change countless lives over half a
century and the faith that had
inspired people to work toward
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Pastor’s Word continued from
Page 1 ...

making it happen. Surely it was
bigger than the people who were
there and their strong backs and
determined wills.

We’'re in the season of
Advent now, the season of waiting
and watching for God’s presence in
our lives. The word “advent” means
“coming,” and we anticipate that
God comes to us today. There’s a
qguote from Henri Nouwen that’s
been stuck in my mind since |
returned from Holden. “Why do we
keep missing the most obvious signs
of God’s coming and allow our
hearts to be filled with all those
things that keep suggesting, not that
the Lord is coming, but that nothing
will happen unless we make it
happen?” (from Gracious: A Latin
American Journal)

Whenever | leave Holden
and ride the bus down the mountain
to return to my normal life, it’s easy
to slip back into the mode of
thinking that | need to work harder
and be more productive, to fill the
days with endless activities and long
‘to do’ lists. This time of year, we
feel that frenzy more than ever. So
what if we found moments within
these busy days to pause, to breathe
deeply, and to allow a space for
God? What if we found moments to
do nothing but wait?

You, dear friend, are a child
of God. You are held, loved and
shaped for God’s good purposes in
the world. God’s love for you does
not depend on what you do or how
well you do it. It’s all about God and
what God has done. As you keep
watch for signs of God this Advent,
may you catch a glimpse of how God
is already at work in the world,
sometimes even through your own
hands. May your longing for God be
as rich as God’s imagination for you.
Blessed Advent.

Pastor Kris Tostengard Michel

Thank You from your Stewardship Ministry team...
by Nic Johnson

The holiday season is a busy time. For some it can be hectic and stressful.
Sometimes | like/need to slow down and thank God for giving me so much
to do and enough time to do it in. | thank God for all that | have.

| see that it is only through him that | have received so much. The same
could be said of Bethlehem. We are a busy congregation and we have much
for which to be thankful. As a member of the Stewardship Ministry team, it
is exciting to see how God has blessed our congregation and how the
congregation gives back with its time, talents, and possessions.

From the Stewardship Ministry team, thank you for your generous
gifts in 2011. Thank you for making last month’s
"Hearts Moved" stewardship campaign a success.

Let’s all thank God for his blessings. Have a very ' '
Merry Christmas. \

Year End Giving

Thank you for your continued commitment to and
support of Bethlehem. If you are considering a year-
end gift to the church, here are some ways to give:

X Stock: A gift of stock can be deducted from your
income tax at fair market value and will allow you
to avoid capital gains tax.

X Simply Giving and Auto Give with your Bank: This may be a good time to
consider electronic giving either through Simply Giving or auto give/bill
pay through your local Bank. These are both convenient ways to give
because there’s no need to write checks or bring cash to church, and
Bethlehem receives your contribution even if you are unable to attend.

If you have any questions, please contact Chris at 612.312.3402 or
chaugen@bethlehem-church.org. Please note that year end gifts must be
postmarked or received in the church office by Saturday, December 31 and
that stock gifts take a few extra days to process. Additionally, please use a
2011 giving envelope or indicate in the memo line of your check that your
gift is for 2011. Any gifts in a 2012 envelope or postmarked after
December 31 will be considered gifts for the New Year!

Audrey Sanders
and the truck
== that carried her
to Holden 50

= years ago. (Read
Pastor’s Word for
details.)
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Living, Giving, Thriving Capital Campaign
Living, Giving, Thriving Thanks to your generosity in the Living, Giving, Thriving
Capital Campaign, we have been able to complete all the
" VW tuckpointing on the north side of the building, sewer/

= storm separation, drain pipe and gutter repair and
repainting, and plaster repair to the west inside wall due to water damage.
We are getting close to being able to pass off our beautiful facility to the
generations who follow us with no deferred maintenance! Your giving
matters! Bethlehem—and those who will inherit our campus—are grateful!
Thanks be to God, and to you for your generosity!

Celebrating Creative Giving

A heartfelt thanks to those of you in this community who are Thrivent
Financial members and have graciously designated your choice dollars to
Bethlehem. So farin 2011 Bethlehem has received $13, 295.00 because of
this creative way of giving.

In 2010, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans provided more than $100
million to help congregations, communities and individuals in need. The
Thrivent Choice®™ program offers two ways members can recommend where
Thrivent Financial distributes some of its charitable outreach funds. Eligibility
and Choice Dollars are accrued based on insurance premiums, contract values
and Thrivent Financial volunteer leadership. Choice Dollars can be directed to
Lutheran organizations nationwide, including your local congregation.

Watch for detailed information about this program early next year, as
well as a chance to share your ideas about ways these dollars can best impact
our community of faith.

4~ Council Highlights

P
Bethlehem’s Church Council met on October 25 and addressed a
wide variety of matters. Treasurer Paul Steen presented the financial

report. With regard to the Living, Giving, Thriving capital campaign,

tuckpointing and sewer/storm separation work has been completed and
another pay down of our mortgage principal balance may happen before year
end. The Larson Allen accounting firm continues to review Bethlehem’s
financial processes.

The Council reviewed and approved a revised job description for
Senior Pastor Nelson that resulted from a great deal of hard work by our staff,
the Council’s Executive Committee and our consultant Jack Fortin. This work
should also improve the processes followed by all of the members of our staff
with respect to many of their responsibilities.

Finally, the Council discussed and endorsed a strategic direction as
part of our effort to reach 20,000 people in the metro area with the good
news of Jesus Christ by 2020. The direction includes added emphasis on
developing particular competencies through education and a sharper focus on
God'’s activity as revealed in our daily work and life.

Council information is available on the Bethlehem website; and there
are Council people, wearing nametags, available for your questions in the
Gallery the last Sunday of each month. You can also email us at
council@bethlehem-church.org. Let us know your thoughts.

Bethlehem
Lutheran Church

4100 Lyndale Ave South
Minneapolis, MN 55409

Phone: 612.312.3400
Fax: 612.312.3399
Email: church@bethlehem-
church.org

bethlehem-church.org

Building Hours:

Monday-Friday 8 am-9 pm
Saturday 9 am-9 pm
Sunday 7 am-1 pm & 5-8 pm

Service Times:

Sundays—8:00, 9:00, 10:15,
11:30, 7:00 pm

Early Christmas Eve Service—
December 21, 7:00 pm
Christmas Eve Services—2:00,
3:30, 5:00, 9:00, 10:30 pm
Christmas Day Service of

Holy Communion—9, 10:15 am

Nursery available at 9:00,
10:15 & 11:30 am on Sundays
Nursery available at all
Christmas Eve services except
9 & 10:30

Connecting people with

God, each other and
their mission in the
world.

Next Beacon Deadline:
December 10, 2011
pdunn@bethlehem-church.org

@ Beacon now online
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Making Sense of the Christian Faith
Wednesdays through December 14
9:30 am and 6:30 pm

What is it that Christians believe anyway? Pastor Beth and seminary student
Matt Johnson continue the conversation exploring major tenets of the
Christian faith.

2 - 2 ¥///?4
Handel’s ‘Messiah’ & 227 ¢
Wednesdays through December 14

6:30 pm

Handel’s Messiah is a musical masterpiece that has entertained and inspired
for over two-and-a-half centuries. Often performed during the weeks leading
up to Christmas, it’s an Advent favorite. Deepen your Advent preparation this
year by joining Bethlehem member Carrie Bliss for directed listening and
enlightened appreciation.

Baptism Class

On the second Saturday of each month, a baptism class is offered for parents
whose children will be baptized at Bethlehem. Come meet other families at
the same stage of life, explore the meaning of baptism, and become familiar
with the baptism service. To schedule a baptism and register for the class,
contact Peggy Dunn, pdunn@bethlehem-church.org, 612.312.3417. Children
are welcome to come to the class.

Integrative Medicine: The Best of All Worlds
Wednesday evenings January 11-February 15

Give yourself a healthy boost in 2012 with up-to-date information on
Integrative Medicine. Learn how complimentary therapies are being
combined with conventional health care for the best of all outcomes. Topics
will include acupuncture, shiatsu, Healing Touch, aromatherapy, tai chi; gi
gong, biofeedback and yoga. Classes will be designed for continuing
education credits. Please register online or contact Lauren, 612.312.3370.

Coming in January...

Annual Meeting, Saturday, January 28, 8:45 am

“Doing Faith”
Speaker: Dr. David Lose, Luther Seminary Professor
Saturday, January 28, 10:00— Noon

What does vibrant faith look like, and how do we nurture it? Spend a
Saturday morning in January with folks from Bethlehem, neighbors in the
community and Dr. Lose as we explore the role of prayer, scripture and
worship as we meet God in daily life. Dr. Lose is a prolific writer and inspiring
teacher so come and engage in the conversation. Invite a friend!

Conversations with Dr. Phil
Sunday mornings at 9:00

Study of the weekly Bible readings
every Sunday at 9:00 am with

Dr. Phil Quanbeck. Join us in
Langemo as your schedule allows.

Building a Culture of Hope
and Abundance in the City
of Bethlehem

Sunday, December 4, 10:15 am
In Langemo Lounge

Angie Saba, a Palestinian Lutheran
Christian who grew up in
Bethlehem and attended the Dar al
-Kalima College, will speak on
building a culture of hope and
abundance in the city of
Bethlehem.

ELCA Missionaries from
Argentina

Sunday, January 8, 10:15 am
in Langemo Lounge

David Wunsch and Kate Lawler are
missionaries serving in South
America. Bethlehem supports
them in their ministry as ELCA
regional representatives and
coordinators for the Young Adult in
Global Mission program in
Argentina. All youth interested in
global mission service and all those
interested in learning more about
South America are encouraged to
come and hear this energetic
couple tell about their ministries.
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Give the Gift of Healing Touch

Healing Touch is a compassionate energy therapy in which
practitioners use their hands in a heart-centered and intentional way to
support physical, emotional, mental and spiritual health. Healing Touch is
commonly used for managing all types of pain, side effects of chemotherapy
and medications, stress reduction, as well as maintaining good health.
Bethlehem’s trained Healing Touch volunteers offer this service to support
God’s gift of self-healing and wholeness to persons of all ages.

Individual sessions are available without charge for Bethlehem
members, however, donations to help defray program expenses are greatly
appreciated. Healing Touch gift certificates or donation envelopes are
available through the Care Ministries office at 612.312.3370.

To schedule a Healing Touch session, please contact Cheryl Salter at
952.894.2229 or salter.cheryl@gmail.com.

~

Congratulations Cheryl!

Bethlehem’s Healing Touch program proudly
announces Cheryl Salter’s certification as a Healing Touch
Practitioner. She has completed a rigorous 5 level training and certification
program from Healing Touch International. Cheryl, who also has a long career
in nursing, is the volunteer coordinator for our Healing Touch program and
has recently opened a private practice for Healing Touch.

A Gift of Caring, A Gift of Love

The Ruth Circle has been a part of ministry at Bethlehem for about 50
years. Members of the circle have cared deeply for one another and members
of the congregation. They have shared joys, sorrows, good times and bad with
each other. They have served at weddings, funerals and the homebound
communion luncheon.

Last month, the tables were turned. They
were cared for by someone else. Liz Scheurer,
daughter of circle member Betty Scheurer,
arranged a day away with help from Bekka
MacKenzie, daughter of circle member Lois
Nelson, and choir member Catherine Stenzel. The
day consisted of a boat ride on the St. Croix, lunch,
singing, laughing and enjoying the fall colors and
fellowship with one another. These women who
have given so much were given the gift of care. This is what we are called to
do... care for one another. “To love one another as | have loved you.”

Mental lliness: Coping with the Holidays

by Rev. Susan Gregg-Schroeder, Coordinator of Mental Health Ministries

Tips for handling the holidays for a person living with mental illness:

e Try as much as possible to maintain your routines - sleeping, meals,
exercising, keeping appointments, etc.

e Prepare yourself by knowing who may be at a gathering or party. Large
groups can be overwhelming at any time!

e Itisalright to excuse yourself for some time away and go to a quiet place.

e Volunteer during the holiday season. The satisfaction of giving to others
can help you put your own problems in perspective.

e Know that whatever you are feeling is right for you.

alNISTRIES

Community News

Deaths
Marvel Hallan, 10-16-11
Ralph R. Kriesel, 10-26-11

Births/Adoptions
Dorothy Mary Maloiee Sogn, 10-11-11
Parents: Maggie and Jordan Sogn
Natalie Kay Thell, 11-2-11
Parents: Melanie and Linus Thell
Big Sister: Lucy
Wilhelmina Rose lwen, 11-5-11
Parents: Jennifer and Rich lwen

Baptisms
October 16, 2011
Vivian Elizabeth Einck, 7-22-11
Parents: Brad and Marion Einck

October 23, 2011
Riley Jed Dhein, 4-7-11
Parents: Travis and Robyn Dhein
Samuel James Talbott, 1-13-11
Parents: David and Jana Talbott

Alice Ethel Auerbach, 4-20-11
Parents: Edward Auerbach and Heather
Cooper
Clara Lucille Komomua, 5-5-11
Parents: Christopher and Monica Komomua
Avery Meg Olson, 11-4-10
Parents: Michael and Becky Olson

October 30, 2011
Maxwell Stephen Mather, 7-13-11
Parents: Samuel and Cassandra Mather
Weston Richard Bruch, 8-30-11
Parents: Matthew and Michelle Bruch
Frank Lindan Hedden, 7-27-11
Parents: Andrew and Lisa Hedden

Foot Clinic
Available 10-2 pm by appointment:
December 2, January 6.

Healing Touch

Available in nursing homes, hospitals,
member’s homes, or at Bethlehem. Call
Cheryl Salter to schedule, 952.250.8857.

Gathering

2nd and 4th Thursday of the month.
Can be a volunteer or participant. Call
the church office to reserve a spot,
612.312.3400.
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Baby’s First Christmas Advent Rituals by Jess Wood

Sunday, December 4, 3:00-4:30 pm Have you ever walked with a child and noticed them
relishing in some sort of game with their shadow cast by
the sun? Each time they turn a corner or a cloud covers,
the shadow hides and the child spins around to seek it
out. During advent, we too can find time within our
families to play hide and seek. In my home, our ornament box stays deep in a
dormer with other boxes waiting to be sought out as November comes to a
close. My kids have begun to know and seek out this box, and within it,
certain decorations that they cherish.

Parents of new babies, come to
meet one another and celebrate the
birth of Baby Jesus. RSVP by
November 26 to Jess Wood at
nursery@bethlehem-church.org or
612.312.3401.

. . The seeking and waiting doesn’t end there. They’ll find the ornaments again
HOIV Families-Christmas Eve and again in different lights of day. They’ll set up the wooden nativity one
way, as my grandma always let me do at her home, then change it as we talk
about the Christmas story. In all of this ritual and excitement, | find myself
learning how to thoughtfully look for the story of God’s love and ways to
share that story with my children and in new ways for myself.

Be part of a fun Christmas Eve
tradition as the Holy Family. Please
sign up for a Christmas Eve worship
service by December 10. RSVP or

contact Jess Wood, Throughout this advent season, may you seek and find God’s love within
nursery@bethlehem-church.org or rituals of story or in daily opportunities to serve in your family, school or
612.312.3401 if you have any community.

questions.

Sunday School Christmas Programs
Sunday, December 18, 2011

Early Childhood— Programs for age 2 through Kindergarten are in Iverson Hall
during the 9:00 and 10:15 am Sunday School hours on December 18.

Toys for Tots - Grades 4-5-6

Saturday, December 17, Noon to

6:00 pm

Meet at church, right after rehearsal Elementary- The 9:00 and 10:15 am

for the Christmas program. We’ll go Elementary Sunday School kids will be

eat lunch, then shop at Target for together December 18 at 3:00 pm in the

toys. We deliver goods to KARE-11 Sanctuary. The Cherub Choir and Choristers

TV and will be on 5:00 pm News. are also part of this program.

Parents are needed to drive. Invite Rehearsal Schedule:

your friends and relatives to support Saturday, December 17 N
this cause. Thanks Bob Pratt for w ®YnnmmanYon Y m \‘ ’
coordinating this much anticipated w MmaYonmMmmYnp Y

event. choirs and Sunday School singers

Special Note: Please consider donating a plate of home baked cookies or
prepackaged Christmas treats for the reception directly following the
Christmas Service Elementary Christmas program. All donations can be placed in Iverson
Kitchen on the day of the rehearsal or program. Contact Heather if you would
like to help with the program or refreshments, 612.312.3420 or
hrothjohnson@bethl ehem-church. org.

Project

Sunday School kids are encouraged
to bring a small “stocking stuffer”

gift for the kids at Journey Homes, Parents’ Day Out

an outreach program of Lutheran Saturday, December 10, 9:00 am-12:00 noon
Social Services. Please see your Age 3 to 4th grade

Sunday School teacher for exact Bethlehem’s youth will care for Bethlehem'’s
details of age and gender that your children. No charge. Donations toward Summer
child’s class will be supporting. Mission Trip are accepted. RSVP deadline is
Thank you for making a difference! Wednesday, December 7. Must RSVP, no walk-ins

and space is limited. Register online or contact Whitney at 612.312.3364.
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Active Waiting
by Mandy Licklider Basemen

During the Advent season, we so
often refer to “waiting,” waiting for
the birth of the Christ child, waiting
for the second coming of Christ. At
first glance, waiting implies a passive
posture. You wait for the bus. It’s
not there yet, so you sit and

wait. Waiting rooms are lined with chairs as clients remain seated until their
name is called.

In college, | participated in an Advent Service of Waiting, a Religion class
project. In preparation for the service, | had to spend time in prayer and
journal reflection about those things that | longed for, those things that |
anticipated would come and the excitement that builds as | put my faith in
their arrival. As a student, | most often waited for classroom success or
Bananas Foster day at the cafeteria. | could put my trust in them as | was
confident they would happen. One because | saw the weekly dessert menus
posted in the Commons. The other, because | studied hard, paid attention in
lectures and class discussions and strived to comprehend that which | was
learning. Waiting for classroom success proved to be far more than a passive
belief. It was guided and defined by a variety of actions.

Advent is my favorite season of the church year, because of waiting. Henri
Nouwen writes, “Waiting is to live expectantly. The secret of waiting is the
faith that the seed has been planted, that something has begun. Active
waiting means to be present fully to the moment, in the conviction that
something is happening where you are and that you want to be present to

it. A waiting person is someone who is present to the moment, who believes
that this moment is the moment.” So often our waiting is full of wishes, like
Bananas Foster. Or our waiting becomes more about controlling our future,
like studying for classroom success.

What if we saw, like Henri Nouwen, waiting as open-ended? What if we filled
our waiting with hope? Hope is trusting that something will be fulfilled, but
fulfilled according to the promises, in this case the promise of Christ entering
in. Waiting with hope is a radical posture! It is to be present to the moment,
trusting that new things will happen to us, new things far beyond our wildest
imagination! How will you wait this Advent season?

REMEMBER THESE DATES

NO Junior High Breakfast Club or Senior High Discussions
Sundays, December 25 and January 1

NO Reform (Confirmation) or Peer Ministry Training (9" graders)
Wednesdays, December 21, 28 and January 4

2012 Mission Trip Spotlight
One of the sites we will visit on the
Northern Cheyenne Reservation is a
sacred buffalo jump. Before the use
of horses, buffalo were hunted on
foot. The buffalo jump is one strategy
to capture the animals. After forcing
them over the jump, the Cheyenne
would track wounded animals in the
ravines below. Through the
Cheyenne’s strong oral tradition,
there is a story of how the buffalo
hunt began. You can read this short
story at www.indigenouspeople.net/
buffhunt.htm.

Trip Details
DATES: July 7-20 or July 14/27
COST: $600/student, $100/adult

Pre-Trip Retreat required for ALL
participants: March 16-17

To guarantee your spot, a S100 non-
refundable deposit and registration
form (online) should be turned in by
the end of the year.

Next Fundraiser

Cinnamon Rolls Sales
Saturday and Sunday, December 4-5

Shift sign ups are on the Youth in
Mission webpage, bethlehem-
church.org/youth-in-mission. Parents,
you must also sign up to work
alongside your child.
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December Group Resources

God Is Closer Than You Think: This
Can Be the Greatest Moment of Your
Life Because This Moment Is the
Place Where You Can Meet God, by
John Ortberg. This DVD led
curriculum and book asks, “What
Are You Waiting For?” Intimacy with
God can happen right now if you
want it. A closeness you can feel, a
goodness you can taste, a reality
you can experience for yourself. God
is closer than you think, and
connecting with him isn't for monks
and ascetics. It's for business
people, high school students, busy
moms, single men, single women ...
and most important, it's for YOU.
Bestselling author John Ortberg
reveals the face of God waiting to be
discovered in the complex mosaic of
your life. He shows you God's hand
stretching toward you....not only in
the birth of Jesus we celebrate, but
each and every day. Books, DVD and
participant study guides are
available in the Bethlehem church
library. Contact Pastor Beth, if you
would like to discuss other group

resources.

A New Men’s Book Group: B-cubed

A group of men is starting a new men's book group called
B-cubed (Book, Beer, Brothers in Christ). If you are interested
in gaining insights to support your faith along with some good
fellowship and good beer, contact Rusty at rekness@yahoo.com. The first
book to be discussed is Love Wins: A Book About Heaven, Hell, and the Fate of
Every Person Who Ever Lived by Rob Bell.

Mid-Day Wednesday Book Group

The Mid-Day Wednesday Book Group meets the 2nd Wednesday of every

month at 2:00 pm at 7500 York Ave. S., Apt. 101. Read and join them

whenever you wish. Here is the monthly line-up:

= December—“Jerusalem Maiden” by Talia Carner (an Orthodox Jewish
woman questions her faith)

= January—"“Cleopatra” by Stacy Schiff (Pulitzer Prize winner separating fact
from fiction)

= February—“Animal Farm” by George Orwell (Classic from Hennepin
County Library) and “I Remember Nothing” by Nora Ephron (humor)

Evening Women’s Book Group
Wednesdays, 6:30 pm

On December 7, bring your favorite books for Advent and Christmas to share.
Picture books or poetry, contemplative or comedic, whatever you choose. On
December 14 we will tally the purchases from the Alternative Gift Fair.

Save the Date—Ladies' Afternoon Tea May 12, 2012

Ladies, mark your calendars now for the Ladies' Afternoon Tea to be held at
Bethlehem on Saturday afternoon, May 12, 2012. Like our tea last spring, this
year's event will feature delectable treats, aromatic teas, ~
live music and lively conversation. Whether you have a é '
favorite hat and gloves or not, this event promises to be a

celebration of friendships among women of all ages. \m;
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Baptismal Font Challenges

B ethlehem is faced with the need to make a change to its baptismal font.
The marble is disintegrating. The Art and Design team has consulted
with various experts about how to best preserve the font. All are in
agreement that it needs to be retired. Not only is it growing more fragile, but
it is also destroying the tile work in the chancel area. Since it is an important

@ part of our history, Art and Design is
considering where we might be able to keep
it visible while keeping it intact. They’ve also
met with a specialized woodcarver who,
“ after spending time in the sanctuary, has
proposed a beautiful design for our new
font. He has paid great attention to detail in
matching the design of the new font with the
“ look of the sanctuary. The wood and carving
will match the pews. The bowl will be made of very similar marble to our
current font. He has done a great deal of work for Westminster and of all the
options Art and Design explored, they are excited about moving forward with
this particular artist.

We have already received our first designated gift of $2500 to help
pay for it. If you are interested in making a designated gift to help pay for
something so central to the worshipping life of our community, please
contact Pastor Mary, mpechauer@bethlehem-church.org.

Special Musical Guest Scheduled for December 18
11:30 am & 7:00 pm Worship

Kevin John Smith is an accomplished vocalist and recording artist delivering
almost 30 years of on stage and recording experience. Kevin has worked with
The Minnesota Opera, Walt Disney World, Voice Trek, the Medora Musical,
and Busch Gardens, to name just a few. His CD, We All Bow Down, has been
gaining recognition both nationally and internationally. Visit kevinsings.com.
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Advent and Christmas seem to
inspire wonderful thoughts
and feelings. There is much
that we can do at this time of
year in our families and
communities to share the
Good News of Jesus’ birth.
We bake, we give gifts, we
cook meals for the homeless,
we send cards, we tell stories
and we sing songs. Bethlehem
becomes a much needed
place to recharge our
batteries at this busy time.
Our Liturgical Art team works
to create a place of renewal
and inspiration by using
Christmas trees, lights,
wreaths and of course
poinsettias. You can support
this ministry by ordering a
poinsettia to be used in our
Christmas decorating. Order
one online, bethlehem-
church.org, in the Gallery on a
Sunday morning or at the
church office. Poinsettias are
$18 each.

bethlehem-church.org
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10" Annual
Alternative Gift Fair

Building a world where there’s
enough for all...

This year Bethlehem’s Alternative
Gift Fair will continue to focus on
the bottom billion across the world,
on the poorest, the starving, the
disenfranchised, those without clean
water, training for women so they
can care for their families, on
orphans and the sick.

In the developing world there are no
food shelves, food stamps, monthly
government aid or
even Social
Security for those
who have worked a
lifetime. Even -
public school is not = %=
free and medical

care may be far away. Running
water, indoor plumbing and
electricity are things in books. Hard
to imagine in our world.

So, our shopping list looks like no
catalog that comes from a store near
you! This year you can buy, all in
one place, a donkey, a water filter,
some peanut paste, a school
uniform, and
some vitamins!
Surely someone

Shop online at

bethlehem-
you know would EEpPHETARYRRY:
love one of in the Gallery
these gifts! Or on December 4
how about a and 11, 8:30-
college 11:30 am and

scholarship, or a
rice-based meal
or a bednet?
And it all fits into an envelope—just
44 cents to send to your favorite
teacher, uncle or friend.

6:30-8:00 pm.

Shop for the world and finish your
shopping for your loved ones, all at
the same time!

Women’s Day of Service

On February 4 Bethlehem women will gather in fellowship to assemble
donations to be sent to some of our mission partners here and overseas. One
of our partners is Global Health Ministries, a local organization that strives to
continue the healing ministry of Christ by enhancing health care programs of
Lutheran Churches in other countries. We will again be collecting items for
both newborn kits, to aid mothers in developing countries, their infants and
the midwives who help them, and hospice kits, which provide comfort and
hope to individuals suffering from HIV/Aids. Items for these kits, and the
other projects we'll be involved with at Women'’s Day of Service in February,
are donated by Bethlehem members. As you are out and about this month (a
big shopping month for many of us!) we hope you’ll consider adding some of
these items to your shopping baskets. You can find the list of items needed at
www.bethlehem-church.org or at the Welcome Desk. Questions? Call Kim
Dickey, 612.823.8110, or Ann Senne, 612.922.4172.

Greening Your Holidays
by the Caring for Creation Ministry

The average Minnesotan creates roughly six pounds of waste a day.
But between Thanksgiving and New Year’s Day, household waste increases by
more than 25%. Do what you can to care for God’s creation this holiday
season by following these tips to reduce waste:

v’ Volunteer coupons make great gifts for children to give to family
members. Ideas can include walking the dog, helping with meals, extra
chores, shoveling, a book of family recipes, babysitting, or hugs and
kisses! Download blank coupons at reduce.org.

v" Reduce gift wrapping waste by using reusable gift bags, gift wrap made
from recycled paper, old posters maps or sheet music (recycle later),
decorate plain newsprint or brown craft paper (recycle later) or use
scarves, fabric or home-sewn cloth bags. (Most new wrapping paper
cannot be recycled.)

v Givean experience. A gift certificate might be just the thing for someone
who would like to try something new. Ideas: music lessons, language
lessons, museum or ski passes, tickets to a play, cooking classes,
membership to the zoo, etc.

v’ Consider packaging and quality when buying gifts. Avoid over-packaged,
resource consuming gifts that will need excessive batteries or electricity.

v’ Use LED lights and recycle your old lights at many hardware stores.

Every little bit makes a difference in caring for God’s creation. Blessings for a
Green Christmas!
“The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof.” Psalm 24:1

Thanks from Simpson Food Shelf!

WOW 489 pounds of food for the Simpson Food Pantry. Thank you to all the
Sunday School children who donated. We are always low on bread, crackers,
and the kids in the neighborhood will love the goldfish crackers. Simpson
food pantry could not do it without the help of others like Bethlehem Sunday
School kids. Cheryl Goss, Simpson Food Shelf
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Save the Date for Upcoming Mission Trips...

November 4-17, 2012

Travel to Ethiopia with HMCHA (Holistic Ministry of the Children of the Horn
of Africa). Contact Carol Pfleiderer at CarolPfl@aol.com or Roy LaFayette
roy@Iafayetteandco.com for more information.

January 2013

Travel to Israel/Palestine to visit our mission partners at Christmas Lutheran
Church in Bethlehem and the Dar al-Kalima College which focuses on the arts
(drama, dancing, film, ceramics, painting, etc.). A special focus of the trip will
be on how art can foster creative leadership and aid in reconciliation. This is a
special mission of this new college. There are already 12+ people who are
signed up, so let us know soon if you are interested in going. Contact Pastor
Beth at bwarpmaeker@bethlehem-church.org or Sandra Anderson at

dra@willowlane.net.
sandra@willowlane.ne RB%EJIP XW
through =

PEACE

Prepare and Serve a Meal at Loaves and Fishes

Friday, December 16

Bethlehem participates in this city-wide program for providing free meals for
women, children, and men who are hungry. We prepare and serve the meal
on Friday, December 16 at the River of Life Lutheran Church in north
Minneapolis. The mission of Loaves & Fishes is to provide nutritious meals to
the hungry of the Twin City metro area in an atmosphere of hospitality at site
locations where the need is greatest and develops joint ventures/partnerships
with like-minded organizations to assist guests with additional basic needs
and to becoming self-sufficient. (Ages 11 and up can help prepare meals).
Register at bethlehem-church.org or email Marcia, bell. marcial@gmail.com.

Volunteer at Messiah Food Pantry

Saturday, December 17, 8:30-Noon

On the Saturday before Christmas, December 17, from 8:30-Noon, members
of Bethlehem will be working at the food pantry at Messiah Lutheran. This is
a family friendly way to serve in the community. Messiah is located at 2400
Park Ave. in the Lutheran Social Services Building. We make and serve
breakfast, pack groceries and help distribute. If you are interested in helping
with this ministry, please call Lauren at the church office, 612.312.3370, or
register online. Space is limited so sign up early.

The Harvest is Plenty When We Share!

Bethlehem has a growing partnership with Lyndale School at 34th Grand.
Mentors from Bethlehem are enjoying forming a relationship with a child and
having a new, young friend. Twelve bags of kids clothing were collected and
given through Moms’ groups. Lyndale has families struggling financially to put
food on the table so Pastor Phil's class and others stepped up to provide
Thanksgiving food baskets for 20 families. God's harvest is plenty in our lives!

PROJECT
HOMELESS
§a| CONNECT

oo | MINHNEAROLIS/
HENMEPIN COUNTY

Project Homeless Connect
Monday, December 12, 10-4 pm
at Minneapolis Convention
Center

Project Homeless Connect is a one-
stop shop for delivering services to
people experiencing homelessness.
Hennepin County and the City of
Minneapolis are partnering with
service providers, businesses,
citizens, and faith communities to
bring multiple resources to one
location where people can come to
find the services they need. These
services include: housing providers,
employment specialists, medical
care, mental health care, benefits
specialists, eye care, haircuts,
transportation assistance, food and
clothing. With about 2000
participants expected for this event,
at least 1200 volunteers are needed
to make the day successful.
Volunteers must be at least 18 years
of age.

There are two volunteer shifts:

(1) 9:00 am to 2:00 pm

(2) 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

All volunteers are asked to arrive by
9:00 am. A 90 minute fun and
informative training for Project
Homeless Connect is required for
everyone except those who trained
and volunteered for a previous
event. To volunteer visit
homelessconnectminneapolis.org.

Mission/Outreach Donations

for December

Every month, money is designated to go
to three of our mission partners. This
month’s mission partners are: Loaves
and Fishes, Bright Stars of Bethlehem,
Aliveness Project.
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December 4 —Hide & Seek / Seeking Advent ||
Isaiah 40:1-11 John 1:6-8, 19-28 THE POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:
December 11—.Hide & Seek / Waiting Advent Il Eﬁ?ﬁ:ggﬁiiuﬁg Eggf&u_rlcfé; 100 Lyndale Ave. S.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 (USPS 548-680) published monthly and entered as
Laud to Nativity by Senior Choir at 9 & 10: periodicals matter and periodicals postage paid at
December 18—Hide & Seek / Found Advent IV Minneapolis, Minnesota by Bethlehem Lutheran

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 Luke 1:26-38

December 25—Christmas Day
Isaiah 52:7-10  John 1:1-14
Service times: Sundays — 8:00, 9:00, 10:15, 11:30, 7:00 pm
Early Christmas Eve, December 21, 7:00 pm
Christmas Eve at 2:00, 3:30, 5:00, 9:00 & 10:30 pm
Christmas Day at 9:00 & 10:15 am
e Nursery available at 9:00, 10:15 & 11:30 am Sundays

e Nursery available at all Christmas services except Christmas
Eve at 9 & 10:30 pm

@ Bethlehem

M % Lutheran Church

Visit us at www.bethleheohurch.org or
Email at church@bethleheghurch.org
Telephone 612.312.3400 Fax 612.312.3399

Church, 4100 Lyndale Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN
55409-1499 - Office telephone 612.312.3400.

DATED MATERIAL

Reading the Bible in 2011

S

=

PEP Club Event

Saturday, December 10, 6:30 pm
In Iverson Hall

The Christmas Hope Chest
3 W Jack Pearson, ‘Mr.
‘ Song-Strummin’

£ Storyman,” brings a
“{ program to Bethlehem

Welcome to the days of Advent. This
month’s readings reflect the themes of
hiding, seeking, waiting and being found.
Consider lighting a candle or an Advent
wreath each day as you read the text and
pray, “Open my eyes to your coming, Lord.”
Blessings on your quiet time with God!

Week of November 27  Week of December 11  Week of December 25 that draws from the
Advent 1 Advent 3 Christmas ¥y breadth of our
® JIsaiah 55:8-11 ® |saiah 52:7-9 e John1:1-5 .i Chrlstmés traqltlons
e Isaiah 53:1-3 o Psalm27:13-14 ® John 1:10-14, 16 ’ and s alive with the
e lsaiah 64:4, 7-8 e  Psalm 33:20-22 e Luke2:21-35 light and hope that Jesus brought to
® Philippians 3:5-8 ® Psalm37:7 e Luke 2:36-38 our world so long ago.
® Psalm13:1 ® Psalm40:1-3 ® luke 2:39-40 Jack, an incredibly gifted musician
® Psalm17:8 ® Psalm 130:5 ® Matthew 28:18-20 and storyteller, is based in Minneapolis
and delights audiences throughout
Week of December 4 Week of December 18 the country with songs and stories old
Advent 2 Advent 4 and new — along with fiddle, guitar,
banjo and an assortment of unusual
® Psalm85:8-9 ® Psalm 139:1-12 instruments from his unusual toybox.
® Psalm63:1-4 ®  Luke 15:20-24 You are invited to share in this
® |saiah 55:6-7 ® Psalm23:4 . . .
e Jeremiah 29:11-13a e Romans 8:38-39 joy-filled evening. Coffee and dessert
® Psalm34:4 e 1John3:1a begin at 6:30 pm followed by Jack
® Matthew 6:33 ® |saiah 7:14, Pearson and “The Christmas Hope

Matthew 1:20-23

Chest.”




