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agenda; it’s an act of

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
To embrace creation is
not political; it’s
theological. It’s not an
faithfulness. It’s not a
cultural suggestion; it’s a
biblical mandate. When we honor creation, we honor the Creator. It matters.
Join us for the June sermon series.

MATTERS

Oh, the Places You’ll Go

by Mandy Licklider Baseman, Director of Student Ministries

There are moments throughout life when we stand at the intersection
between the ending of what has been and the beginning of what will be. High
School graduation is one of those moments. On Sunday, June 5, in a worship
of celebration and blessing, Bethlehem will
recognize a group of students who stand at that
intersection. As a community of faith, we will
surround our high school seniors with our support and our prayers. Talking
with our seniors, all abuzz with excitement, yet cautious with the unknown, |
find myself considering Abraham and the journey God called him to take. God
invited Abraham to leave a place he knew well and go to a place where he
had never been. As | reread Abraham’s unfolding journey in Genesis, | began
to read it as a message of commencement for our graduating seniors.

...Oh, the Places You’ll Go continued on page 3

Sunday June 5 is
Senior Recognition Day

Open Streets—sunday, June 12, 10:00 am-2:00 pm

The Minnesota Bike Coalition along with the City of Minneapolis is closing
Lyndale Avenue (from 22™ to 42™ Street) to all automobiles Sunday, June 12.
The event intends to encourage neighbors to mingle, recreate, and shop in
their communities in a safe, car-free environment. Open Streets are not
races. Participants can begin/stop/restart/change direction at any time. Each
end of the event route will be closed to motorized traffic. Motorized traffic
will be allowed to cross the route at signalized intersections as facilitated by
police/security personnel. Intersections with stop signs will be barricaded.
This is a wonderful opportunity for us to connect directly with our neighbors.
You can play an important part in making this event a success:

1) Be intentional, plan ahead: bike, walk or carpool to church that day.

2) Offer to help with the extra hospitality that will be needed.

3) Stay after church and be part of the celebration with our neighbors as

we give thanks for this great neighborhood!

Look for more details online and in the Sunday bulletins.

Pastor’s Word

his year—more than any other

year—I felt enormous joy when |
saw the green peaking through the
soil in my backyard garden. We have
all been focused on the question:
“Will spring ever arrive?” “How long,
O Lord?” was not a distant cry of the
psalmist, but our very present
longing for God’s creative activity to
break into the winter of our lives.

Due to the delay in spring
weather, it was quite late in the
season when | finally cleared away
the leaves and mulch that spread
like a blanket over the soil. When |
saw the signs of life that were
previously hidden, it felt like an
organic Hallelujah chorus pushing its
way to the sun singing directly to
me: “And he shall reign forever and
everl!!”

The liturgical season of Easter
paired with creation’s season of
spring (at least in the northern
hemisphere) reminds us of God’s
creative activity from the very
beginning—creating order and
bringing forth life in the midst of
chaos. Genesis 1 tells us how the day
(the safe zone) was separated from
the night (the scary zone). The land
(the safe zone) was separated from
the sea (the destructive, scary zone).
God'’s activity created order and
limited the destructive powers of
evil, chaos and death. The chaos God
held at bay revealed the possibility
and the beauty of creation that was
previously hidden.

Humanity is then formed in the
creative likeness of God. We enter
into and are part of God'’s carefully

Pastor’s Word continued on Page 2...




Pastor’s Word continued from
Page 1 ...

tended, beautiful space in the
universe and God gives us the first
command summed up in the words:
Care, Tend, Steward. Sometimes, we
go after our own selfish interests, but
God calls us back saying: Care, Tend,

Steward. We try to be
like God and store up
all the grain for
ourselves WY Z1 %7474 and God
calls us back saying:

Care, Tend, Steward. We get
ourselves into trouble, but God
makes a promise to never let the sin
and chaos win. God returns to that
promise/covenant over and over
again, each time saying: Care, Tend,
Steward. God even sends his Son,
Jesus, to wipe away the fear of chaos
and death by clearing away the debris
and sin in our lives and showing us
the hope sprouting under the blanket
of hopelessness. Today, God once
again calls us back to our task as
humans: Care, Tend, Steward the
gifts God has entrusted to us.

Beginning in mid-June, our
sermon series is Creation Matters. As
we witness the purplish-brown stalks
of the peony turn to green and see
the lily and the iris display their
brilliant colors, let us be reminded of
the promises of God to continue to
create beauty and limit the chaos in
our lives. Let us be reminded of the
original, first command to Care, Tend,
and Steward.

There are several ways you can
be part of this renewed call in June.
We will be celebrating on the lawn on
June 5 during the Sunday School
hours. On June 12, Bethlehem is
participating in the Minneapolis Open
Street campaign which will close
Lyndale Avenue to cars and open it
for people to walk, bike, run and
skate. Try to carpool or bike to church
that Sunday.

Pastor Beth Warpmaeker

Inconspicuous, but Faithful Giving
by Judy Thompson, Stewardship Ministry

P erhaps if | admit it first, you can too. There are times during Sunday
services, maybe during the children’s sermon or when the choir sings, that
you take a look around at other folks. Who is here today, you might wonder. Or
that woman looks familiar; did | serve a funeral with her? Or what a great
sweater a couple of rows ahead. Looking around is just human nature. And it’s
so easy to multitask that activity with singing or listening.

And then it’s time for the offering. You notice the person next to you
didn’t put anything in the offering plate. There he/she sits, Sunday after Sunday,
never contributing—what’s that all about? In fact, you might be sitting next to
someone like me. | rarely put anything into the offering plate. But | am a faithful
and giving member.

My method of giving allows me to leave for church at the last moment,
not stopping to fill out a check. Nor do | need to grab for a blank envelope from
the pew, trying to stuff it before the ushers arrive at my row. When I am
traveling or at my cabin, | know | will not need to increase my giving to make up
for the offerings I've missed. Several years ago | set up Bethlehem as one of my
recurring “bill payments.” At the beginning of each month, my credit union
sends Bethlehem a set amount. After that one time set-up and a yearly
adjustment, | am paper-free and worry-free.

I’ll admit that | had to muster up some courage to pass the plate
without putting in anything. Will people think | don’t care about responding to
God’s word by giving? Eventually | became confident that my new method of
giving was beneficial to both me and Bethlehem. Bethlehem’s missions and
budget needs to be met whether I’'m on vacation or not! Join me in finding an
electronic method of giving. Save time and paper while remaining faithful in
your giving.

Living, Giving, Thriving Update by Paul Steen

The Living/Giving/Thriving capital campaign continues in full swing. Since
inception, gifts received have totaled $825,000 toward our overall goal of
$2.1 million. Here are just a few reasons to celebrate:
Outreach & New Communities—Living, Giving, Thriving
made it possible to call Pastor Ben Cieslik as our Pastor of
New Communities. He continues to incorporate new =
community-building activities throughout our ministries, =
leads our Sunday evening worship, as well as participating

in Sunday morning worship services.

Building & Maintenance—Work on Bethlehem’s heating and cooling system
was completed. The storm water separation project has begun which will
eventually reduce the demands on the city’s sewer system.

Mortgage Reduction—When this campaign started in late 2009, our mortgage
balance stood at about $1,136,000. Today, through the generosity of the Share
the Spirit and Living, Giving, Thriving campaigns, it now stands at less than
$855,000.

What’s next? Completing the storm water separation project, funding our tax
assessment for Lyndale Avenue improvements, and making another substantial
mortgage principal reduction payment in June—all things that are important to
Bethlehem’s physical presence and financial stability. I'd encourage you to get
involved... review your pledges/contribution history, or volunteer in one of our
new community or building improvement projects. Thank you for your generous
support and prayers.

Living, Giving, Tl Muinﬂ
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R ecently the leadership of this congregation adopted a re-articulated
version of Bethlehem’s core values. Our values, along with our mission
and vision, help shape and give life to the work that we are doing here. We
value: unityin Christ,  caring for those in need, relationships that
share the gospel in a variety of contexts.

Over the past few months, I've become increasingly convinced that
our values, our DNA, are not ours to hold on to. Rather, we are called to
share it, infuse it, in other communities of faith that would benefit from our
health and vitality.

The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples,
and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is
the Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard him say this,
and they followed Jesus. - John 1:35-37

This story is striking. Whose disciples are these? They’re John’s. They
are a part of his community, a community of health and effectiveness. By all
accounts John was doing something right in his ministry. He was getting ready
for the next big thing that God was about to do.

What if this is part of Bethlehem'’s calling? What if we, too, are to be
about the work of bringing health and vibrancy someplace else, into another
community where Jesus is at work bringing life out of death? What if we, like
John’s disciples, discover where Jesus is doing something new, and leave to go
be a part of it?

It’s a scary thought, but maybe we’ve been given something that is
too good to keep to ourselves.

Pastor Ben Cieslik

Oh, the Places You'll Go...continued from page 1

First, Abraham is hardly at the top of his class. As the story unfolds,
he will be revealed to be deceitful, and cunning. He is far from perfect. But
that doesn’t stop him from being the person through whom God reveals the
story of human life and relationship with God. Seniors, there is no evidence
that God loves us more or less because of what we do. You never know what
God might be doing with your mistakes, your failures, or your best effort. God
desires each person to fulfill their own unique promise and potential.

Second, before Abraham is told where he is going, he is told what he
is leaving. Seniors, pay attention to the work of leaving. It isn’t just physical
leaving. It is leaving childhood. It is leaving dependence for a new kind of
independence. And when leaving, there will probably be a need for grieving.
No one goes to a new place in their life without leaving the old one. So don’t
just go. Pay attention to leaving.

Third, God promises a blessing to Abraham, so Abraham can be a
blessing to others. Seniors, always pass on your blessings. Be blessed to be a
blessing. Never let what you are doing with your life be just about you.
Finally, wherever Abraham went, he built an altar to the Lord. Seniors, your
life begins and ends in God. There is no place that you leave, and no place
that you go that God is not. Always remember who you are, and whose you
are and from where you came.

Check out grad photos and plans on pages 7 & 8.

Bethlehem
Lutheran Church

4100 Lyndale Ave South
Minneapolis, MN 55409

Phone: 612.312.3400
Fax: 612.312.3399
Email: church@bethlehem-
church.org

bethlehem-church.org

Service Times:
e Sundays- 8:00, 9:00, 10:15,
11:30, 7:00 pm

e Nursery available at 9:00,
10:15 & 11:30 am on
Sundays

Connecting people
with God, each other
and their mission in

the world.

Next Beacon Deadline:
June 10, 2011
pdunn@bethlehem-church.org

@ Beacon now online
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Thoughts About the Lectionary and Equipping the Saints...
by Pastor Chris Nelson
I've been asked some questions lately about why Bethlehem has not been using
the Common Lectionary (the assigned readings for Sundays) and thought it would
be good to share some thoughts with you. There are important reasons to read
from the Common Lectionary. There is something special about going into a main
-line church just about anywhere in the world and knowing the lessons will be the
same. It also keeps preachers from avoiding texts and preaching only certain
texts.

Having said that there are some issues with it too. Historically, the
lectionary developed because people were largely illiterate, and the Church
wanted people to “hear" the Bible. We all have access these days, and so that
first purpose is less important. Then, as time passed, the Lectionary assumed
biblical knowledge. It bounced from place to place assuming folks would know
how to make the connections between the texts. It also focused on only 3 of the
Gospels. There was often a tenuous connection between the readings and from
time to time, you would get a difficult reading (Ephesians 5: 21ff, for example;
look it up...) that HAD to be preached; regardless of what the other readings
were. There was/is also the difficulty of absorbing all the readings. Three readings
and a psalm is a lot of material.

Finally, as James notes, we are to be "doers of the word and not hearers
only." I would argue that in order for that to happen, we need to focus our
readings/preaching to best help you on your journey of growing as a disciple of
Christ. If the readings don’t connect and minds are wandering, the focus is lost.
Just sitting and listening to the readings is not helpful in developing disciples of
Christ who live out their faith. So we focus on life change in our preaching, on
living the life of one who follows Christ rather than on simply knowing what the
Bible says.

Some folks at the Seminary have developed something called the
“Narrative Lectionary.” We’ve used it since Christmas. You’ve likely noted that
we’ve been hearing a lot from John's Gospel. We’ve read long passages so that
you can hear the whole story—whether it’s the woman at the well, or Lazarus.
The focus has been on the story, period. That's where we wanted you to be
without distraction. It has allowed us to help to connect the stories in the
narrative. And then, we have tried to help you apply the stories—to see where
the stories impact you, what your place in the story is, how it matters today, in
ways that we could never do before. That's how we believe we can best help
"equip the saints (you) for the work of (your) ministry, for building up the body of
Christ..." (Ephesians 4: 12-13, which | like to call "Your pastors' job description...")

Finally, this by no means says we are abandoning the Common
Lectionary. We will get back to it. But in the words of a wise person | know, “the
Lectionary is a wonderful servant, but it makes a terrible master.”

Holden Village in October 2011

. Interested in traveling to Holden Village this fall to
volunteer for fall work week? The date has not yet been

| set, but a group from Bethlehem will likely travel to the

' Cascade Mountains of Washington for a week of
community, worship, spiritual growth, hiking and manual
labor. It’s a great way to meet new people and enjoy
God’s great creation! Contact Kris Tostengard Michel if
you’d like to learn more: kristm@bethlehem-church.org.

Spiritual Practices 101
Wednesdays, 9:30 am or
7:00 pm, beginning June 1

s === Celebration of
| Celebration
of Discipline

Discipline, by
Richard Foster

Richard ). Foster | Summer brings a
= change of pace, so
here’s an opportunity to learn
more about spiritual disciplines
and practice them in community
with others. Over the course of the
summer, we’ll read Foster’s book
and engage with Scripture daily.
Those who are interested will also
join with others on Wednesdays to
practice the disciplines and be
encouraged by each other’s
insights and experience. Register
online at bethlehem-church.org.

New Member Sessions
Scheduled for June

Saturday, June 11, 8:30-12:30 pm
Discover Bethlehem
Sunday, June 12
New Members Received
Register on-line or contact Pam
Paulson, 612.312.3415 or
ppaulson@bethlehem-church.org

Have you taken the Biblical

Fluency Survey? Last chance
is June 3! Help us understand your
engagement with the Bible and
how Bethlehem might help you go
deeper in the Word. The survey
takes just 10-15 minutes and can
be completed online:
www.surveymonkey.com/s/
BethLutheran or at church. Thanks
to all who have participated so far.
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Happy 2nd Birthday to The Gathering £ N

by Julie McChesney, Social Worker
The Gathering at Bethlehem, in partnership with
Lyngblomsten, celebrated its two year anniversary in May.
The ministry has provided respite care for caregivers of loved ones with
memory loss, as well as provided meaningful days for those with memory
loss. The Gathering has also provided a wonderful opportunity for over 20
compassionate and dedicated people from the congregations of Bethlehem,
Judson Baptist, and First Universalist. A special thank you to all of these
amazing volunteers! As we celebrate the past two years, we look ahead with
the goal of offering the Gathering on a weekly basis. We are looking to
partner with other neighborhood churches in order to make this possible. We
are also in need of more volunteers from all churches involved. Please keep
this ministry in your prayers. If you are interested in volunteering, or would
like more information for a loved one, please contact Julie McChesney at
612.312.3366 or jmcchesney@bethlehem-church.org .

Checking In With the Starfish Ministry
by Diane Waarvik, Director of Care Ministry

Starfish is a volunteer led ministry that began in January of 2011 to serve

individuals who are facing financial difficulties. Calls come into the Starfish

line; the volunteers set up an appointment with the individual, at which time

a decision is made for providing assistance. We serve individuals from our

congregations (Judson Baptist and Bethlehem) and the broader community.

Here are a few ways individuals have been helped:

e Asingle mother and a member of Bethlehem lost her job. She needed
rent assistance and grocery help between jobs. Starfish paid her rent for
one month and gave Cub food cards. She has a job now and is doing very
well. She is now working with individuals who are facing similar
challenges.

e The house of a member of Bethlehem burned. He was given gift cards for
clothes, help with groceries and money for bills.

e A couple with a child who has severe autism were wrongly evicted from
their rental and needed assistance until a social security check arrived.

e Asingle woman with four children was evicted because of fraud of
someone posing as landlord. When downtown at the court house, her car
was towed. She needed help getting her car out of the impound lot.

Funds for Starfish are given out thoughtfully and with discretion. Contact

Diane, 612.312.3375, if you would like to donate funds or learn more.

Numbers to Live By -by Gretchen Porter, Parish Nurse
Men’s Health

e Older men who participate in moderate to heavy exercise, such as
jogging, tennis or swimming, are 63 percent less likely to have a stroke
than those who are sedentary.

e Men who exercise moderately, such as walking for 3-6 hours a week, are
less likely to be diagnosed with prostate cancer than those who don’t
exercise.

e Men who participate in sports activities for at least three hours a week in
middle age are less likely to break bones in their later years.

-Excerpts from Mayo Clinic HealthSolutions

QINISTRIES

Community News

Deaths
Scott Robert Thompson, 4-21-11

Births/Adoptions

Elliott Knox Rasmussen, 4-5-11
Parents: Katie Anthony & Ben Rasmussen
Patrick James Wilhelmi, 3-3-11
Parents: Kevin and Kari Wilhelmi
Sophia Elizabeth Hall, 5-9-11
Parents: Tricia & Chris Hall
Big Brothers: Andrew & Peter

Baptisms

April 10, 2011
Peter James Swanson, 1-28-11
Parents: Brian & Emily Swanson

May 8, 2011
Evelyn Grace Regan, 8-23-10

Parents: Paul & Tori Regan
Agustin Tobias Orezzoli-Robinson, 5-6-10
Parents: Mark Robinson & Vanina Orezzoli

May 15, 2011
Rollin Dean Andersen, 9-23-10
Parents: Ryan & Carli Andersen
John Andrew Huybrecht, 1-3-11
Parents: Jeffrey & Jennifer Huybrecht

Volunteers Needed

Offer support/discussion group for
specific mental illnesses; help review
and plan mental health resources at
Bethlehem; help explore mental health
outreach opportunities in the
community. Contact Gretchen Porter,
612.312.3414 or gporter@bethlehem-
church.org.

Foot Clinic
Available 10-2pm by appointment:
July 1.

Healing Touch

Available in nursing homes, hospitals,
homes, etc. Call Cheryl Salter to
schedule, 952.250.8857.

Gathering

2nd and 4th Thursday of the month.
Can be a volunteer or participant. Call
the church office to reserve a spot,
612.312.3400.
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Summer Nursery

Sign up to help in the nursery one or
more Sunday mornings during the
summer! Contact Jess at
nursery@bethlehem-church.org or
612.312.3401.

Vacation Bible School
Monday-Friday, June 20-24
9:00-Noon

$25/child or $50/family maximum
For kids age 4 by September 1, 2011
through completed 5th grade.
Register online or in the Sunday
School areas.

Afternoon Day Camp
Monday-Thursday, June 20-23
Noon-4:30pm

Completed Grades 1-5, $60/child
Spend the afternoon at “camp” with
counselors from Green Lake
Lutheran Ministries. Contact Kris
TM if you’re interested in hosting
the Counselors for dinner or lodging
that week.

Celebration on the Lawn
Sunday, June 5 8:45-11:45 am
Worship together, and then play
together outside on the west lawn.
This parent-child event will have
bounce houses, face-painting,
snacks and more.

Summer Camp at Shores of

St. Andrew

July 31 - August 5

Kids who have completed grades 2-5
register for Andy's Gang at Shores of
St. Andrew near New London, MN.
Camp is a wonderful way to build
friendships, grow in faith and enjoy
being a kid in the summer. Register
atwww.glim.org.

It Can Be Easy Being Green by Heather Roth Johnson

The other day, it was movie night at my house and my kids
chose to watch a classic: The Muppets. They love watching
reruns of Kermit the Frog and Miss Piggy, and for me it brought
back great childhood memories. What struck me in this
particular movie was when Kermit the Frog said his famous one
-liner, "It's not easy being green." Immediately, | thought how
relevant that statement is today. For Kermit, being green referred to his skin
color—for today's kids being green is a lifestyle.

It is no secret that kids love to reduce, reuse and recycle. They know how
to sort plastic, paper and aluminum cans or about the best ways to conserve
water. | have yet to meet a kid that doesn't like to play outside, climb trees, or
ride a bike. With that, helping creation be its best is innate in kids. Or for
them it is simple enough to say that 'Creation Matters." One question that |
struggle with, however, is how to move kids who are hooked on creation to
also be hooked on their Creator? My solution is to get outside!

By playing at the beach, jumping in mud puddles, exploring a cave, or just
hiking through the woods, kids are amazed by the intricateness of
creation. And naturally, taking care of the environment brings us closer to
our Creator. So this summer as you are out and about in creation--camping,
fishing, canoeing, or walking in the neighborhood-claim it. Take your child's
hand and give thanks for all of the wonderful things you see around
you. Being green doesn't have to be hard if you are willing to see the Creator
in your midst.

‘PANDAMANIA’ Needs You!

Consider volunteering! We're looking for:
e Crew leaders and assistants

e Registration

Please contact Heather for questions,
hrothjohnson@bethlehem-church.org or
612.312.3420.

Under time constraints? Consider donating supplies.

+ A low table to be used in an Asian
teahouse setting

+ Paneled folding screens with
Chinese motif

+ Artificial greens - plants and
flowers especially ferns and vines
+ Paper kites

+ Paper parasols

+ Paper lanterns

+ Wind chimes

+ Chinese and Asian fabric

+ Stuffed animals: pandas, snow
leopards, monkeys

+ Gong

Snacks needed include:

+ M & Ms, pretzel goldfish, rice
chex, raisins- large boxes or

bags, regular graham crackers, mini
plain rice cakes, pretzel rods, vanilla
almond bark/candy coating, colorful
shapes cake sprinkles

Other objects we'd like to borrow:
+ Patio/deck umbrella stands
(umbrellas not needed)

+ Bamboo fencing or screening

+ Brass cymbals

+ An Asian tea set

+ Bonsai Trees

Please put your name on your items and deliver them to the Sunday School
area on the lower level. Thank you!
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GI"'ADUAGING
CLASS

or2011

Attended Southwest
High School

B ol 2011: MSU
Moorhead—Majoring in
biology

Highlights: the mission
trip to New York was my favorite thing.
It was my first mission trip and it was so
much fun.

Advice: have fun and don’t get stressed
out things will fall into place in the end.

1 Elena Fransen
Attended
Southwest High
Y Fall 2011:

! Marquette

¢ University for
Communication
Studies
Highlights: the pillow room, Mission trip
to New Orleans in 2009

Advice: Don't be afraid of being in an
awkward situation. Those times make
for the best anecdotes.

Elliot Walwark
Attended Edina High
School

Fall 2011:University
of Montana-Missoula
Highlights: Mission
trips, helping out in
the kitchen, lock ins,
singing, volunteering and Green Lake
Bible Camp

Advice: Go on the mission trips and be
involved in the youth groups.....they are
ALL great!

Dena Winter
Attended Southwest
.\ High School
k Fall 2011: Beloit

Y College in Beloit, WI
/ | Highlights:
Confirmation Small
Group with Ann
Senne and the 30 hour famine
Advice: Get Outside!

Dominic Running

| Attended St. Paul

8 Conservatory for
Performing Artists
Fall 2011:

Calvin College,
majoring in theater
and playing soccer.
Highlights: Both of the mission trips
(New Orleans, India) | have been able to
go on have been incredible experiences.
Also, | have built strong friendships that
I will always cherish.

Advice: Just live.

Sam Branstad
Attended
Washburn High
School

Fall 2011: Gustavus
Adolphus College
Highlights: Mission
Trips!

Advice: Worship with your parents
every chance you get!!!

Theo Dahlen
Attended South High
School

Fall 2011:UW-Madison

Abby Schneck
Attended Burnsville
High School

Fall 2011: Northern
4 Michigan University in
Marquette, Michigan
Highlights:
Wednesday night
church nights with my
boys group and the mission trips for
sure! Montana was the best trip
because of the connections we made
with the other youth groups and the
family whose house we painted during
the week. They are something | always
have looked forward to every summer
and | never have a dull time on the trip.
Advice: Live in the moment and make
sure you let people know that they
mean a lot to you now before it’s too
late. So, just follow your own path don't
let others control what you do and be
proud of it, just live how you want to!

Joe Schmid
Attended Southwest
High School

Fall 2011:

University of

Minnesota - Duluth

g Highlights: Going on
all of the mission trips and the friends |
made on them. Hiking in Montana,
basketball in New York, canoeing in the
Boundary Waters and having fun in
Mexico. Playing capture the flag at the
lock-ins.

Advice: Participate in as many activities
as you can!

¢ Hailey Quanbeck
| Attended School of
Environmental
Studies

Fall 2011:
Northland College
Ashland WI
Highlights: Mission
trips, peer leading,
youth choir, service projects

Advice: BLC is an outstanding
community, take every opportunity to
immerse yourself in it.
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5 % Matthew Tinkham

. Attended Southwest
" High School

. Fall 2011: UW -
Madison, majoring
£ in Electrical/
Computer Engineer or Computer
Science

Highlights: Eating lefse, eating Easter
Breakfast and working at Feed My
Starving Children.

Advice: Stay in School, Don't do Drugs
and never call a woman fat.

Sophie Konewko
Attended John F.
KennedyHigh

& Fall 2011: University of
Wisconsin - Madison,
College of Engineering.
Highlights: Mission
Trips and Confirmation.
Advice: Stay dedicated to what you
love!

Marielle Foster
Attended The Blake
School

Fall 2011: Defer from
Carleton College and
travel to France,
India, and England.

Sidney Tolo
Attended
Southwest
High School
Fall 2011:
Northeastern
University in
Boston, MA
Highlights: Retreats, lock-ins, the 'photo
shoot,' Coney Island, and bodega runs in
NYC, sunrise at Cafe du Monde and
getting serenaded in NOLA, saving
fingers, singing, and the sauna in the
BWCA, the rainstorm, exploring, and
eating with my hands in India, and so
much more!

Advice: Be a Peer Minister and get to
know kids of all ages. My small group
definitely made Wednesdays
interesting! And of course, go on as
many mission trips as you can!

E Rebecca Chapin
Attended Southwest

s High School

Fall 2011: Luther Col-
lege

Highlights: The mission
| trips were absolutely
some of the best trips |
have ever been on.
Leading music every Sunday morning
for Sunday School and VBS have also
been great experiences.

Advice: Get involved, there are many
opportunities to grow as a community.

Peyton Lauber
Attended Washburn
High School

Fall 2011: University
of Minnesota - Twin
Cities, Playing Division
1 Rugby

Highlights: Every mission trip that |
went on changed my life, they opened
my eyes and made me love helping
others.

Advice: Go on every mission trip that
you can, you will meet people that will
become life long friends.

: Cassie Davis
= | Attended Minnehaha
| LY Academy

Fall 2011: St. Olaf
College, majoring in
Biology and Spanish
Highlights: Going on all
&% 5 mission trips, Peer
Ministry, and teaching Sunday School
and VBS.

Advice: Stay involved with church after
Confirmation ends, whether it's through
Mission Trips, Peer Ministry, or
something else.

* Callan Brown
Attended Webster

High School

I Fall 2011:University of

St. Thomas

b Highlights:

| Participating in the

| Mission trips and all of

I the activities and

fundraisers leading up to them.

Advice: Remember that God, family and

friends are what is truly important in life

and always be yourself.

| Abby Pansch
Attended Southwest
High School

Fall 2011: UW-
Madison

Highlights: Retreats,
Peer Ministry (shout
out to Daughters of
Eve), and all of the mission trips.
Advice: “Find life experiences and
swallow them whole. Travel. Meet
many people. Go down some dead ends
and explore dark alleys. Try everything.
Exhaust yourself in the glorious pursuit
of life.” — Lawrence K. Fish (I found this
quote in a coffee shop on the New
Orleans mission trip, and it has stuck
with me ever since.)

‘ B # Corinne Dickey
Attended Southwest
B High School

Fall 2011: St. Olaf

¥ College to study

J music education
Highlights: Service

| Learning Trip to India
last summer, New York Mission Trip,
camp, retreats.

Advice: Do what interests you because
you want to do it, not because everyone
else is doing it.

Nels Thompson
Attended Edina High
School

Fall 2011: St. Olaf
Highlights: My
favorite memories at
Bethlehem include
the Mission trips to
New York and the
Boundary Waters. | also fondly
remember Sunday School and
Volunteering at Vacation Bible School.
Advice: | would advise students to do
what they want but to think about what
it means for their future

More Graduates...
Andres Barajas
Jocelyn Danielson
Kjersten Fewer

Eric Koepke

Liga Krievans

Taylor Rondestvedt
Spenser Wipperfurth
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Council Highlights

At the April meeting, Council began by acknowledging the successes of Easter
week and celebrating the generosity and hospitality of the Bethlehem
community on Easter Sunday. We enjoyed a wonderful day and were blessed
with the highest attendance ever! The success was a direct result of the
efforts of the ministry teams, pastors, staff and congregation. There also was
great feedback on traffic control, parking and hospitality at the entrances. We
even had a few open parking spaces in the main lot during the 10:15 service!
Thank you for considering others when you chose to come to a less-busy
service and/or to park a few blocks away and walk to church. Collectively, we
made a difference.

Council also discussed and gave thanks for Bethlehem’s 2011 financials. Last
month was a great month financially, and we thank you for your ongoing
generosity during these tough economic times. Go God! He is behind it all.

Finally, Diane Waarvik was our guest speaker, and she provided an overview
of the numerous and important services provided by Congregational Care
Ministries. Learn more about the wonderful and varied services they are
providing our community on the Bethlehem website.

Council information is available on the Bethlehem website. Minutes of the
meetings are available at the mailboxes across from the office; and there are
Council members, wearing name tags, available for your questions in the
Gallery the last Sunday of each month. Email us at council@bethlehem-
church.org. Let us know your thoughts.

Staff News

THANK YOU, FELIX!

For the past two years, Felix Malpica has served as Bethlehem’s part-time
junior high associate, walking with seventh and eighth graders as they explore
their faith and prepare to affirm their baptism through confirmation. Felix is
also a student at Luther Seminary, so he’s headed off to internship in
Rochester, MN later this summer. We're grateful for the many ways Felix
blessed this community and shared his gifts, and we pray that God will
continue to shape Felix’s call to ministry!

Junior High Associate Position
Part-time position available in July. Contact Mandy Licklider-Baseman for
more information: mlickliderbaseman@bethlehem-church.org

A big thank you to all who helped
with the Homebound Communion
Service and luncheon. Many
volunteers worked to put together a
wonderful event. Thanks to the
planners, the callers, the driver/
companions, the servers, the meal
preparers, those cleaning up, the
pastors, the greeters, those serving
communion and the custodians. You
all made a great team. It was truly a
great day. Blessings to you all.

My sincere thank you to everyone
for the meaningful and delightful
party for me on Sunday, May 1. It
was such an honor for me to be
celebrated for my service and years
at Bethlehem. And it continues to be
an honor and a blessing for me to be
part of the ministry of Bethlehem. |
look forward to many more
opportunities to serve.
God's Blessings, Pam
This is the day the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Thank you to my Bethlehem family,
for all the cards, calls and the many
prayers that surrounded me during
my recent surgery. | feel truly
blessed, and pass that blessing on to
you.

Shalom, Lois Dokken

bethlehem-church.org 9



Finding Balance with Mary
and Martha

Summer is often a time to relax and
put away some of the business of our
everyday lives. This summer it may be
a good time to practice your Mary
side. It may be the perfect time to
feed your spirit through the word. On
the back page of each Beacon you will
find a reading for every day of the
month. Each Sunday we list the
readings in the bulletin or go online
and read the sermon accompanied by
the Take Out. The Sunday Take Out is
written each week by our Bethlehem
members and is meant to help us take
the readings further.

This may seem like a strange
message from the Director of
Volunteer Ministry. Sit back and read
the Bible! Bethlehem needs everyone
to be involved in volunteering in some
way but we also need you to feel
energized by it. We all need to step
back and relax into God’s word.

Some of you may be fully committed
and are “doing” ministry but are
feeling a little burned out. Take some
time off and explore your Mary side.

Others of you may not know the
energizing power of volunteering or
serving others. This may be the time
you do something for others. You
may need to bring out your Martha
side. Watch the website or Beacon for
ways to serve. Mary or Martha—we
all need to pray for balance.

Wendy Osman,
Director of Volunteer Ministry

CareerWalk: a Job Transition Group

CareerWalk: a job transition group will provide a process for the job search
and also for building networking opportunities. This ministry is for members
and non-members, people unemployed or thinking of changing jobs and want

to build their job-search skills. There is no cost. Please
. y YOU CAN HELP!
register at www.bethlehem-church.org so we can be . .
. Share job openings
best prepared to meet your needs. If you don't sign .
. . with members of the
up, you are still welcome. Attend each session to get )
) leadership team
the most value or feel free to come to any session.
) i i . and be open to
Each meeting will have a topic for learning and .
. . networking
discussion (about 1 hour) and about . )
conversations with

1 hour of networking. N
] 9: R Ti N ki individuals who are
une 9: Resume Tips // Networking in a job search.

June 23: Networking & Marketing // Networking
July 14: Interviewing // Networking
July 28: Assessing Offers (including Compensation) // Networking

Evening Women'’s Book Group Summer Hours

The Evening Women's Book Group will begin their summer hours on
Wednesday, June 8, 7:00-8:30 pm at Caribou Coffee, 5309 Lyndale Ave S
(parking in front and rear). Our first book will be The Italian Shoes by
Norwegian mystery writer Mantell Henning. A reclusive surgeon living on a
remote island in northern Sweden is shaken out of his solitude by four
women, including his ex-wife and his unknown daughter. We read and discuss
a few chapters at a time, so join us as your schedule allows. New readers are
welcome. Our group is at its best when we share a variety of viewpoints and
experiences. Watch the bulletin for subsequent summer selections.

Senior Driver Improvement Program

The Driver Improvement course, taught by a MN Highway certified instructor,
is open to the public; pre-registration is requested. It will be held at
Bethlehem on Tuesday and Wednesday, June 14 and 15, 1:00-5:00 pm (8 hour
full course) OR Thursday, June 16, 1:00-5:00 pm (4 hour refresher). Fee for 4-
hour course is $20; 8-hour course is $24. Persons age 55 and older who
complete the course qualify for a ten percent discount on their auto
insurance for three years. For more information or to register call
888.234.1294.

Volunteer at Our Saviour’s English Learning Center

Volunteers needed today! Lead a small group of adult immigrants & refugees
in English, math and/or computer classes. The English Learning Center, a
program of Our Saviour’s Community Services, supports adults in learning
practical life and work skills in English, math, computer, citizenship
preparation and cultural literacy as they move toward self-sufficiency.
Current Volunteer Openings: ESL Teacher, Math Tutor, Computer Lab Tutor.
Contact Yer Lee, the Volunteer Coordinator, at 612-874-9963 ex. 2 or email
yer@englishic.org.
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Serve a Meal with Loaves and Fishes on June 17

Bethlehem participates in this city-wide program which provides nutritious
meals to the hungry of the Twin City metro area in an atmosphere of
hospitality at site locations where the need is greatest. We prepare and serve
the meal on the third Friday of every other month at the River of Life
Lutheran Church in north Minneapolis. To help serve the meal on June 17,
contact Marcia Bell, bell. marcial@gmail.com, or register on the Bethlehem
website. A small donation is requested to offset the cost of the meal.

pounds of food were donated by the Bethlehem Sunday
School children and friends to the Simpson Food Pantry
during the Lent service project. Simpson says “thank you.”

“Budget Holes and Hot Dish” Video Shot in Iverson Kitchen
A Minnesota Without Poverty is pleased to announce the release of a new
video: “Budget Holes and Hot Dish: Entree” —starring the Minnesota Church
Ladies. This humorous video (taped in Bethlehem’s own church kitchen)
continues to focus on the theme “Enough for All.” (This was also the theme
surrounding the “Enough” Art exhibit on display this past winter.) In the
video, members of the “Minnesota Church Ladies” come to the conclusion
that their creative solutions may not be sufficient for the state’s crucial needs
and that all of society plays a significant role in ending poverty. All legislators,
state officials, and concerned people around the state will be emailed this
video link. Check it out at http://www.mnwithoutpoverty.org/.

A u g 1 5 _ 1 Habitat for Humanity Work Week. We will be
working on a new construction home. You do not

need to commit to the whole week — 1 day works! Contact Rick Jackson,

jacksrc@dept56.com. Lunch and good fellowship provided.

Life Together in Argentina

The “Life Together” sermon series concludes June 5. One parable of
community is being lived out among three Lutheran congregations in the
Patagonian District of Argentina and three congregations in Minnesota.
Trinity, United and Bethlehem Lutheran churches contributed to building a
congregational hall and apartment renovations in Esquel. The rent generated
from the apartments will go into a “Patagonia Box” which will support the
“dreaming, working and celebrating together” of three congregations spread
distantly across southern Argentina. One of these is San Juan Bautista in
Comodoro Rivadavia, the congregation where members of Bethlehem have
visited and where we built a daycare. The resources from the “Box” will be
used to pay the district pastors’ salaries, trips between the congregations and
mission expenses. For more information, contact Anne Westby,
anne@Iutheranpartners.org.

Benefit for the Children
of Ethiopia

A small group from Bethlehem
and other churches recently
went on a mission trip to
Ethiopia. Come hear a report
about this trip on June 26, 5:00-
9:00 pm at Plymouth Covenant
Church, 4300 Vicksburg Lane,
Plymouth. It will be an evening of
Ethiopian and East African food,
drums, singers from Africa, and a
silent auction with proceeds
going to the HMCHA Annual
Fundraising. HMCHA (Holistic
Mission for the Children of the
Horn of Africa) is an African-led
organization based in Addis
Ababa. Tickets are $15 in
advance at www.hmcha.org or
call 763.503.9057 ($20 at the
door).

GLOBAL Glocal
Mission
LOCAL Gathering

On June 10-11 several members
from Bethlehem’s Outreach
Ministry team are attending the
Global/Local Mission Gathering
held at Mount Calvary Lutheran
in Excelsior. Deepen your
understanding of congregations
as centers for mission. Register
at elca.org/glocal or contact
Pastor Beth,
bwarpmaeker@bethlehem-
church.org for more information.

Mission/Outreach Donations
for June

Every month, money is designated
to go to three of our mission
partners. This month’s mission
partners are Simpson Food Pantry,
Habitat for Humanity, and San
Juan Bautista Congregation/the
“Patagonia Box.”

bethlehem-church.org
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June 5 —Life Together
Senior Recognition Sunday
Acts 17:16-30

June 12—Pentecost
1 Corinthians 12:3-13  Acts 2:1-21

June 19—Creation Matters
Barbary Coast at Sunday Worship
Genesis 1:1-31

June 26—Creation Matters
Genesis 9:1-17 Romans 8:18-27

Service times: Sundays — 8:00, 9:00, 10:15, 11:30, 7:00 pm
Nursery available at 9:00, 10:15 & 11:30 am Sundays

§% Bethlehem

m % Lutheran Church

Visit us at www.bethleheahurch.org or
Email at church@bethleheghurch.org
Telephone 612.312.3400 Fax 612.312.3399

Reading the Bible in 2011

Our Sunday readings in May and early June
are centered in Acts, where we see the
work of the Holy Spirit and the rapid growth (———g-4 Joinin the fun as we

June 12. Sunday mornings will then have us

THE POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 4100 Lyndale Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55409-1499

(USPS 548-680) published monthly and entered as
periodicals matter and periodicals postage paid at
Minneapolis, Minnesota by Bethlehem Lutheran
Church, 4100 Lyndale Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN
55409-1499 - Office telephone 612.312.3400.

DATED MATERIAL

SAILING !
August 5-7
September 23-25

of the church. After working our way ' sail the Apostle
through much of Acts, we’ll celebrate Islands. Register at bethlehem-
Pentecost and the gift of the Spirit on church.org.

thinking about creation and our care of it. As we read those early stories from
Genesis, we’ll discover the work of the Spirit from the very beginning. Garden Club

Blessings on your quiet time with God!

June 20, 6:30 pm at 5030 Bryant S.
See how three neighbors landscaped

Week of May 30-June 5 e Acts20:22-24; Week of June 20-26 their shaded south Minneapolis city

e Acts 15:22-35 21:17, 27-30; e Genesis 6:9-7:5 yards. Everyone welcome to come

e Acts 15:36-16:5 25:10-12 e Genesis 7:6-23 and get ideas for plantings for their

e Acts16:6-10 e Acts 28:16-30 e  Genesis 7:24-8:12 own yards.

e Acts 16:11-40 e Acts 2:1-21 e Genesis 8:13-22

e Acts17:1-15 e Genesis 9:1-11

e Acts17:16-30 Week of June 13-19 e Romans 8:18-27 Worship
e Genesis 1:1-5 Every

Week of June 6-12 Genesis 1:6-8 Week of June 27-July 3 Sunday

e Acts 18:1-11 Genesis 1:9-13 e Genesis 11:1-9 10:00 am

e Acts 19:1-12 Genesis 1:14-19 e Romans 7:14-25 at the

Genesis 1:20-23
Genesis 1:24-31

e Acts 20:7-12

Lake Harriet Bandshell. More at
www.outdoorworship.org.




