END OF THE YEAR NEWSLETTER 2020

A Note from Ellen
As we are approaching the end of 2020, I have been reflecting
on this past year. My mom likes to remind me that when I was a
child, at the beginning of each school year I cried and said I
wanted to go back to the previous grade. I wanted to be back in
the comfort, the control and the safety. This year certainly
challenged my comfort, control and safety. When I think about
what gave me hope, strength, and the courage to continue on, I
think of the students, leaders, parents, and young adults that
showed up in many different ways this year. The love and
support that I saw for each other and our neighbors never
ceased to amaze me. I witnessed people embracing each
other's full self reminding us that we are always enough. In a
year full of hard things, I wanted to share with you some of the
magic that I witnessed this summer. The wisdom, the joy, the
love inspires me to continue in this blessed and holy work and I
hope it does the same for you.
With love and gratitude,
Ellen

SPRING
There was a steep learning curve in the spring when we initially moved
online. We continued with breakfast club and confirmation via Zoom.
Two highlights of the spring were our seniors and the garden. We
celebrated our seniors with a Zoom graduation celebration. On Senior
Sunday, we asked parents what they have learned from their seniors. It
was beautiful to see how these students have impacted their parents.

Following the leadership of the young adults, Bethlehem youth joined in
the planting of the garden in the spring. Sunday breakfast club for the
high school students was moved to the garden each week.

SUMMER
On Wednesday nights throughout the summer, we spent time staying
connected. Through bonfires, harvesting the garden, paddle boarding,
kickball, outdoor concerts, etc. We were able to connect in our sadness,
joy, curiosity in what justice looks like, grief for what has changed in our
lives, and hope for what was to come. We continued to show up for one
another each week.

Our summer trips were reimagined, but we still made it to
Amnicon and made a pivot to have our first ever local
immersion focused on Care of Creation.

FALL

In the midst of distance learning, we came together outside to tend to our
environment, tend to our bodies, our spirits and our souls. We did this
through eating apple pie, bike rides, pumpkin carving, helping out at the
celebration Sunday Drive-Thru and in the garden, stenciling storm drains,
and on Wednesday nights via Zoom. It sure did look different without
Lutefisk and class cup, but through continuing to log on or tune in, we
shared joy and laughter together once again.
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Where we are going... BYM 2021
Return of Breakfast Club on January 3rd at 11:15am
Wednesday Confirmation 7:00pm-7:45pm via Zoom
“Cook with Me” Video Series
Virtual Lock In: Subscribe to the FUN! February 19th
Summer 2021
Local Immersion: July: specific dates TBD by end of July
BLC Garden Support
Camp Amnicon
High School (9th-12th) August 1st-6th Brule trip
Middle School (6th-8th Grade) August 8th-13th River Heroes

Thank you to all our wonderful volunteers who supported us this spring, summer and fall by
digging deep and showing up for our students. It is important work that you each do each
week.
Parents and guardians, we are so very grateful for your ability to shift alongside us this year
no matter what that has looked like for your family. The messages of support have touched
us and we are blessed to be part of your children's lives.

